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withdrew in sorrow but with fixed determination,
no one who listened to him could doubt. Early
in February, the Southern Confederacy was formed
with Davis as its provisional President. With the
prophetic vision of a logical mind, he saw that war
was inevitable, and he boldly proclaimed his vision.
In various speeches on his way South, lie had as-
sured the Southern people that war was coming,
and that it would be long and bloody.
The withdrawal of these Southern members
threw the control of the House into the hands of
the Republicans. Their realization of their power
was expressed in two measures which also passed
the Senate; Kansas was admitted as a State with
an anti-slavery constitution; and the Morrill tar-
iff, which they had failed to pass the previous
spring, now became law. Thus the Republicans
began redeeming their pledges to the anti-slavery
men on the one hand and to the commercial inter-
est on the other. The time had now arrived for
the Republican nominee to proceed from Spring-
field to Washington. The journey was circuitous
in order to enable Lincoln to speak at a number of
places. Never before, probably, had the Northern
people felt such tense strain as at that moment;
never had they looked to an incoming President